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PART 1 : What is a thesaurus ?
Concept and samples
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Publications Office of the European Communities
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EUR-Lex sample –Bibliographic Notice

TERMES D’INDEXATION ou DESCRIPTEURSEUROVOC DESCRIPTORS
INDEXING TERMS
PREFERRED TERMS

CLASSIFICATION SCHEME

SUBJECT HEADINGS















Cape Town, June 2006

Vocabulary control – Classification Scheme
Heading / Caption

Notation
Class

Sub-classes

Upper level

Lower level

EUR-Lex directory codes



















Cape Town, June 2006

Eurovoc - Equivalence

USE DESCRIPTORNON-DESCRIPTOR
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Eurovoc – Contextual information

DESCRIPTOR

MT - MICROTHESAURUS (MAIN CLASS)

UF (USED FOR) - NON-DESCRIPTOR
This descriptor is USED FOR a non-descriptor

BT - BROADER TERM / GENERIC TERM

NT - NARROWER TERM / SPECIFIC TERM

RT – RELATED TERM
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Eurovoc – Relationships
TOP TERM = higher in the hierarchy

SCOPE NOTE (SN) =
Usage or definition note

NT1

NT3 Hierarchical relationship
(MT, BT, NT)

Associative relationship
(RT)

Equivalence relationship
(USE, UF)
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PART 2 : EUROVOC THESAURUS
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Eurovoc 4.2 in figures

36363542ASSOCIATIVE
RELATIONSHIPS

66696510GENERIC RELATIONSHIPS

66456501DESCRIPTORS

127127MICROTHESAURI

2121DOMAINS

Eurovoc 4.2Eurovoc 4.1
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Eurovoc – fields most frequently used
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Fields

Number of users

76 - INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS
68 – INDUSTRY
40 – BUSINESS AND COMPETITION
36 – SCIENCE
66 – ENERGY
56 – AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES
48 – TRANSPORT
72 – GEOGRAPHY
44 – EMPLOYMENT AND WORKING CONDITIONS
32 – EDUCATION AND COMMUNICATIONS
24 – FINANCE
20 – TRADE
52 – ENVIRONMENT
16 – ECONOMICS
08 – INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS
28 – SOCIAL QUESTIONS
10 – EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES
12 – LAW
04 – POLITICS
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Eurovoc – Thematic display

Field/Domain

Microthesauri

Languages

NAVIGATING
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Eurovoc – Thematic display

Microthesauri

Top Term / Broader Term

Specific Terms
NT1 – NT2

Related TermsAlphabetical index of
descriptors/non-descriptors

of the current field
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Eurovoc – Terminology of the field
Alphabetical index of

descriptors and non-descriptors
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Eurovoc – Searching for concept
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Eurovoc – Alphabetical display
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Eurovoc – Alphabetical display

PT

FR
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Eurovoc – Translations

A descriptor =
an equivalent concept in every language
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Eurovoc – Users
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Eurovoc – Users

1% 6% 3%

56%

14%

20%

Transla tors

Informatics

Termino logues
Lingui sts

Libraria ns
Docum entalis ts

Researchers
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Eurovoc - Licenses (1)
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Eurovoc – Licenses (2)
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PART 3 : EUROVOC MAINTENANCE
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PART 4 : INDEXING AND SEARCHING
WITH EUROVOC & the EP Library
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Isabelle Gautier – European Parliament - Library
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INDEXING AND SEARCHING
WITH EUROVOC

1. Term selection in Eurovoc
• Check the relationships (hierarchy and semantical

environment of a descriptor)
• Definition of horizontal or vertical specificity
• Translation of concepts into indexing terms : cases of

generic terms, compounds terms, lack of precision, proper
names.

3. Depth of indexing :
• Exhaustivity and selectivity

4. Making choice : indexing policy
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