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Introduction: Spanish political system

Political and constitutional history
II Republic and Civil war (1931-1939)
Franco dictatorship (1939-1975)
Constitutional transition period (1975-1986)
1986: Spain member of the European Union

Territorial facts: 
Peninsula shared with Portugal
Gibraltar
Canary and Balearic Islands
Ceuta and Melilla (North Africa)

Spanish Constitution 1978:
Political form: Parliamentary Monarchy
Central State power: Parliament, Government and Judiciary
17 Autonomous Communities: Parliament and Government
Spanish: official language coexists with regional official languages.
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Spanish Parliament: Cortes Generales
Representative institution functions:

Legislative
Budgetary
Control of the Government
International obligations of the State
Proposal of candidates in constitutional organs

Two Chambers:
Congress of Deputies (Congreso de los Diputados)
Senate (Senado)
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Singular functions:
Congress of Deputies: chamber of popular representation

To authorize the formation of the Government 
To cause the cessation of Government
To be the first to know about procedures of bills and of Budget
To confirm or reject amendments or vetoes that the Senate may approve 
concerning legislative texts. 

Senate: chamber of territorial representation
Two types of Senators
Special Committee: General Committee on Self-governing Communities
Use of regional languages during Plenary sittings and Committees debates
Has a specific documentation service concerning autonomous communities
legislation
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Similar administrative organization
Own standing orders
Governing bodies: Speaker, Board (Mesa), Board of Spokesmen (Junta de 
Portavoces)
General secretariat as the coordinator office of technical and 
administrative offices
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History of Eurovoc
1984: Process of computerisation begins in both Chambers: ARGO and 
GELABERT parliamentarian databases
1987: First Spanish edition of Eurovoc. 
1989: A joint Congress- Senate working group was created to adapt 
Eurovoc to specific needs
1995: The Senate of Spain published in two volumes Eurovoc thesaurus 
version 3 in Spanish with the own application with in-house terms
1999: Seminar on the Maintenance of the Eurovoc Thesaurus took place in 
Madrid Senado 28 and 29th October2001: Version 4
2003: Version 4.1 approved
November 2005: Version 4.2 approved.
March 2006: Last conference of Eurovoc working group and the future 4.3 
edition
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Structure of Senate of Spain using Eurovoc
Direction of Studies and Documentation

Department of Archive
Department of Documentation

Area of Spanish and Foreign Documentation
Area of Bibliographic Documentation

Department of Library
Service of Self-Governing Communities Documentation
Area of European Union Documentation

Direction of Technical and Parliamentary Advice
Registry
Hansard
Official Bulletin
Area of Data Base Coordination (Eurovoc)
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Databases

Information related to the Self-Governing Communities 
CALEX: Constitutional-Court Legislation and Case Law related to the Self-Governing Communities

ALCA: Parliamentary activity of the Communities and Cities with Statutes of Autonomy 
Specialist reviews 

ARTI: Bibliographical references from review articles
CARE: Review catalogue

COPA: Documentation of the Council of Europe
Documentation of the European Union 

COM Documents
White Papers
Green Papers

Opinions and Decisions of the Committee of the Regions
Senate Library 

CATA/OPAC: Catalogue of monographs from the modern holdings
New acquisitions of the Senate Library (June 2006)

ng of the Senate’s parliamentary activity. Its content is permanently updated through the various options offered throu
Senate Archive 
Morlesín: 1834-1931 
Senators (Personal files)

Documents
Official publications: 1834-1923

The EUROVOC thesaurus in the Senate databases 
Introduction

Thematic presentation
Term-based search

Official page of the EUROVOC Thesaurus (European Communities)

http://www.senado.es/brsweb/CALEX/
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/APCA/formulario.html
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/ARTI/formulario.html
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/CARE/formulario.html
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/COPA/formulario.html
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/DCOM/formulario.html
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/DCOM/formuliblanco.html
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/DCOM/formuliverde.html
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/DCDR/formulario.html
http://www.senado.es/cgi-bin/abweb/L1/T1/G0
http://www.senado.es/cgi-bin/abweb/L1/T2/G0
http://www.senado.es/historia/senadores/index.html
http://www.senado.es/historia/documentos_index.html
http://www.senado.es/brsweb/IDSH/idsh_index.html
http://www.senado.es/tesauro/intro_i.html
http://www.senado.es/tesauro/arbol/indice.html
http://www.senado.es/tesauro/busca/indice.html
http://europa.eu.int/celex/eurovoc/
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Three sources for the indexation

Eurovoc thesaurus: version 4.2

Spanish geographical application (INE)

Complementary list
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Thesaurus database
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Examples of screens of management system:
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Conclusions
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Thank you for your attention

marina.cueto@senado.es

Eurovoc: http://europa.eu/eurovoc/
Senate of Spain: http://www.senado.es

Congress of Deputies: http://www.congreso.es

mailto:marina.cueto@senado.es
http://europa.eu/eurovoc/
http://www.senado.es/
http://www.congreso.es/
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